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18 September 2009 
Dear Colleagues, 
Statutory changes to the free entitlement to early years care and education for 3 and 4 year olds. 
Under the Childcare Act 2006 the Local Authority has a duty to provide sufficient places to meet parental demand. The Local Authority currently works with both maintained nursery schools and nursery classes and private voluntary and independent (PVI) early education and day-care providers to deliver this. 
There is clear evidence which shows that involvement in high quality early years education can lead to better educational and social outcomes for all children – which last through primary school. There are particular benefits for children from disadvantaged backgrounds, and there is also evidence that for certain groups of children e.g. summer born there is a particular educational benefit to increasing time spent in nursery provision. Early year’s provision can also act as an enabler for parents allowing them time to return to work, enter training or achieve a better balance in their work and family life. 
From September 09 the 25% most disadvantaged 3 and 4 year olds in Ealing are entitled to 15 hours of free nursery entitlement for 38 weeks of the year and from September 2010 the statutory requirement will be that all parents will be able to access 15 hours free entitlement. This means that every school with a nursery class in Ealing will need to be offering 15 hours from September 2010. There are different models of how this can be achieved and these will be shared in the coming months.

The extension to the free entitlement seeks to balance the benefits for both children and their parents, increasing the offer so that there are additional benefits to children and making the offer more flexible to better meet the needs of parents. 
Some private and voluntary early years providers are already delivering the extended hours in Ealing and the authority is now looking for maintained nursery classes in the 25% most deprived areas of the Borough to pilot the additional 2.5 hours per week from the spring term 2010. There is £547,360 in 2009-10 and £2,352,080 in 2010-11 of additional funding, made available by the DCSF, to support the rollout to 15 hours.  Nursery classes who are able to pilot the additional 30 minutes per session will receive £400 per child per year (pro-rated) to cover the additional staffing costs and resources. 
Unfortunately not all nursery classes wishing to participate will be able to in the first round, however all nurseries will have the opportunity to contribute to how the free entitlement will look and be funded in Ealing through consultation during the autumn and spring terms.

Funding the free entitlement (single funding formula) 
Under the new DCSF Code of Practice on the provision of free Nursery Education places for three and four year olds Local Authorities are instructed to fund both maintained and PVI (Private, Voluntary and Independent) sector providers fairly, transparently and equitably.  Ealing is working towards a single funding formula for both maintained and PVI providers and a consultation document is being developed with draft proposals for the formula. This consultation document will be sent to all maintained and PVI early years providers shortly. Initial consultation will be with the School Forum and there will be further consultation with all providers on the formula prior to it being presented to the Schools Forum for final approval in the spring term. 
A consultant will be meeting with all heads in Ealing during this term to discuss how these changes can be planned for taking into account the particular preferences of schools and their local communities. If you are interested in signing up as a pilot nursery for the extended free entitlement please contact me as soon as possible and I will arrange to come and see you at our mutual convenience.
Yours Faithfully 
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Amanda Hancock 
Business & Finance Officer 
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