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Introduction

Ealing EYC team have developed a number of examples of EYFS planning formats. These are for your reference only. Planning has to work for your team and therefore you will need to decide as a setting the type of planning that will work for you. However we do recommend that you use similar headings to ensure that you plan for all children’s interest, needs and capabilities. You can download the Ealing examples plus samples from Ealing settings from www.childrenscentres.org.uk/ey_foundation_stage.asp. You can also read additional planning guidance on Ealing’s Good Practice Guideline 7.04: Observation, Assessment and Planning (available online on the Publications section of our website).

Statutory Requirements

· Providers must plan and organise their systems to ensure that every child receives an enjoyable and challenging learning and development experience that is tailored to meet their individual needs

· Providers must have effective systems to ensure that the individual needs of all children are met

· Providers must ensure that there is a balance of adult-led and freely chosen or child-initiated activities through indoor and outdoor play

· Providers must undertake sensitive observational assessments in order to plan to meet children’s individual needs 

(page 37 EYFS Statutory Framework)
Enabling environment

· All planning must start with observing children in order to understand their current interests, needs and capabilities

· Planning should be short term (daily or weekly) and show how practitioners will support each child’s learning and development

· Planning may also be for the long-/medium-term showing how the Principles of the EYFS will be put into practice within the setting

· Planning includes all children, inclusive of those with additional needs

· Plans should be flexible enough to adapt to circumstances

· Planning should follow a similar pattern: observe, analyse and use what has been found out about the children so that next steps in learning can be planned

Effective Practice

· Practitioners are aware that children learn from everything, even things practitioners haven’t planned 

· Observation is part of the daily routine

· Observations are analysed to help plan ‘what next’ for individuals or groups of children

· Every child has an on-going record/portfolio of learning and development

(Enabling Environments Effective Practice card 3.1)
Planning long, medium and short term

· The planning cycle STARTS with observations, these detailed observations inform planning

· Observations focus on the children’s current interests plus learning and development needs

· The focus is on responsive planning rather than predicted planning

Long-term planning (unique to each setting)

· Reflects the shared ethos and values of the setting

· Centres on the physical, emotional and learning environment

· The role of the practitioners in supporting learning and development

· The resources which support the learning and development of all children

· High quality self-selected and child initiated play and learning

· Reflects the children’s changing interests and needs

Medium-term planning (3yrs+) (responsive & flexible planning - 1/2 termly)

· Based upon the children’s interests and familiar experiences

· May include predictable events throughout the year

· Is flexible according to interests, local experiences etc

· Resources to support the EYFS 

· Adaptation of the environment

· Daily routines

· Visits/visitors

· May incorporate unplanned activities
Short-term planning (responsive& flexible planning – daily or weekly)

· Based upon observations
· Based upon individual children’s interests and needs

· Is flexible according to interests, local experiences etc

· Planned adult deployment and roles

· Incorporates guided activities indoors and outdoors

· Ensures a balance of adult guided and child initiated-spontaneous play

· Planned individual children’s observations (i.e. 1 child per day)

· Differentiated by challenging and supporting all the children’s learning and development

· Extends all the children’s learning experiences

· Planning is regularly evaluated and next steps identified

Maintaining a balance between adult led, adult initiated and child initiated activities

Providers should use their judgement and their knowledge of the children in their care in deciding what the balance should be however a useful indictor to ensure an appropriate balance is by observing the ratio 50:50, 50% child initiated activities, balanced against 50% adult led and adult initiated activities.

Child initiated activity  - a self initiated activity wholly decided upon by the child and is the result of their own motivation to explore a project or express an idea. The child takes total ownership of the activity and may change it to a different purpose than originally intended by an adult.

Adult initiated activity - an activity planned by an adult that focuses on a specific learning intention that the child may complete independently or with adult support. Children can have free access or they may be directed particularly if they will benefit from the experience

Adult led activity – an activity planned, structured and delivered by an adult to a child or group of children. It focuses on the direct teaching of skills and knowledge with a specific learning intention in mind

www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/eyfs
www.teachernet.gov.uk
www.childrenscentres.org.uk
Ealing Good Practice Guideline 7.04: Observation, assessment and Planning
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