Appendix

Consultation Q & A Early Years Single Funding Formula

	Q1
	How was the participation used in the impact assessments calculated?


	Q2
	Data from autumn 09, spring 10 and summer 10 was analysed to arrive at the actual 12.5 hour participation this figure was then pro-rated to 15 hours to arrive at the number of hours a school/setting would have been funded had all settings been delivering 15 hours from September 2009.

	Q2
	Why hasn’t Early Years Professional Status included as a quality supplement?



	A2
	Funding for EYPS in the PVI sector is available from the Graduate Leader Fund this funding supports settings by:
· Contributing to salary costs for existing or newly-employed graduates.
· Providing further continuous professional development for graduates to support retention.
· Supporting an existing staff member in the setting to train towards becoming a graduate (EYP) and enhancing their salary both while they are training and once they have achieved EYPS (HGGI).

To prevent double funding EYP has not been included in the EYSFF although may form part of any future reviews of the formula.

	Q3
	If children are not starting a primary school nursery class until November as they are not yet three does the school lose the funding usually received for them in September?


	A3
	Due to the statutory requirement to only fund for actual participation the place would only be funded on actual attendance so there would be an adjustment for 1 half terms worth of funding for that child.


	Q4
	Past years dictate due to staggered start dates children will not be up to the full intake level until January.


	A4
	Again due to statutory changes schools will only be funded based on participation. It is recommended that schools who may be adversely affected by the changes to review their admissions policies in the transitional years as it may be necessary to change the pattern of intake.


	Q5
	How and when will the funding be received by the school?



	A5
	Schools will be funded as normal schools will receive notification termly in the pilot year what the adjustment would be based on headcount data. Any adjustment for under occupancy or increase compared to original pupil estimates will be made in March.

	Q6
	How were the deprived areas identified? Does Southall not count as a deprived area?

	A6
	The deprivation supplement is attached to the post code of the child or the postcode of the school if the post code is classed as being in the 25% most deprived areas in the borough using the Index of Deprivation Affecting Children (IDACI). 


	Q7
	Why hasn’t schools deprivation data not been used when calculating the deprivation supplement?

	A7.
	The single funding formula applies to maintained nursery classes and schools it also cover the private voluntary and independent providers who also deliver the nursery entitlement. It would be difficult to apply any school funding method to nursery aged children in the private/voluntary sector settings.


	Q8
	What happens if parents are offered an additional 2.5 hour session per week and then decide not to take it up? 

	A8
	If parents choose not to take up their additional 2.5 hour session schools will not be funded for this and an adjustment would be made at the end of the financial year however transitional protection will mean that any adjustment will be limited to 10% of the adjustment in the first year.

During the first year Ealing Council will notify schools termly what the adjustment would be based on occupancy and funding could go up as well as down as per the rates in the letter, any adjustment for participation would be made in March 2012.

The phased transitional protection will be implemented to support schools with low occupancy during the first three years make the necessary changes to their admissions processes or delivery models.



	Q9
	Will the change to participation led funding mean that there will be additional pupil counts required? 

	A9
	No. Existing data collection methods will enable Ealing Council to calculate participation.

	Q10
	What happens if my planned pupil numbers increase within the year? 

	A10
	Participation led funding means that schools will be funded for actual attendance therefore funding will increase.

	Q11
	How often will the formula be reviewed?

	A11
	The formula will be reviewed during the pilot year, after that it is up to the local authority to decide how often the formula is reviewed.


