Communication, Language and Literacy - Language for Communication and Thinking

	
	Scale Point
	Exemplification
	Further Exemplification from Inter-LA Moderation

	1
	Listens and responds
	At this stage, interaction with others is characterised mainly by the child’s listening and responding to what others say through words and/or gestures. S/he rarely initiates talk. Assessment should be made on the basis of the child’s achievement in her/his preferred language. For some children, this may be a recognised sign language or Picture Exchange Communication symbol system.


	Needs to be a response of some kind from the child

Could be in 1:1 or group situation

Must be able to verbalise/communicate and initiate this communication sometimes

	2
	Initiates communication with others, displaying greater confidence in more informal contexts


	The child talks and listens with emerging self-confidence in informal contexts for example role-play or snack-time. S/he responds willingly but is less likely to instigate talk during more adult-led group activities such as story-time. Again, assessment should be based on achievement in the child’s preferred language.


	1:1 and group situations

Peers and adults

	3
	Talks activities through, reflecting on and modifying actions


	The child reveals her/his thinking through speech or other forms of communication. As the child reflects, s/he may modify actions or solve problems.
	Not necessarily with an adult

Instantaneous reflection and change in play direction

	4
	Listens with enjoyment to stories, songs, rhymes and poems, sustains attentive listening and responds with relevant comments, questions or actions


	IN ENGLISH

The child listens attentively and with enjoyment, to stories, rhymes, etc, which s/he is able to recall in increasing detail, for example by sequencing pictures or cards. When listening to suggestions or explanations, s/he responds appropriately through actions or comments, or by asking relevant questions.


	Child responds to spoken ENGLISH

Child may also join in rhymes or key story phrases 

Could be listening/ responding to story tape or draw a picture

Not necessarily verbal response but if it is it must be in English

	5
	Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences
	IN ENGLISH

During a range of activities, for example role-play, the child uses language to imagine, act out or develop experiences


	IN ENGLISH

Must be a verbal/recognised communication system response

	6
	Interacts with others in a variety of contexts, negotiating plans and activities and taking turns in conversations
	IN ENGLISH

The child interacts with others, taking account of what they say and using language to negotiate plans and activities.


	IN ENGLISH

Takes turns in conversations

Verbal negotiation not necessarily resolved ie roles, building plans



	7
	Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events, exploring the meanings and sounds of new words
	IN ENGLISH

The child often uses language rather than action to rehearse and reflect on experiences and to clarify ideas and feelings. S/he may talk her/himself or others through challenging activities.


	IN ENGLISH

Does the child use newly introduced vocabulary?

Child uses talk for a variety of purposes.

What is said makes logical sense and is sequential

	8
	Speaks clearly with confidence and control, showing awareness of the listener
	IN ENGLISH

The child speaks clearly and with confidence in familiar groups and also with people other than those who are well known to him or her. There is awareness of the listener, for example by the child’s use of conventions such as greetings and courtesies, or by her/his inclusion of some detail when offering accounts or explanations.


	IN ENGLISH

Familiar and unfamiliar people

Shows an ability to engage the listener eg faces them, sufficient detail, clarity 

Conventions = turn taking, follows the thread of the conversation etc



	9
	Talks and listens confidently and with control, consistently showing awareness of the listener by including relevant detail.  Uses language to work out and clarify ideas, showing control of a range of vocabulary


	IN ENGLISH

The child talks and listens very confidently in a wide range of situations, sometimes adapting her/his vocabulary and tone of voice to the particular situation. S/he uses appropriate vocabulary in explaining ideas clearly. S/he shows an awareness of the needs of the listener by including relevant details, for example when describing events or activities which took place when the listener was not present.


	IN ENGLISH

Adapts to formal / informal situations

Clearer detail and sequence of events than 7

Has moved from the “here and now”

Achieved L1 working within L2


Linking Sounds and Letters

	
	Scale Point
	Exemplification
	Further Exemplification from inter-LA Moderation  

	1
	Joins in with rhyming and rhythmic activities


	The child takes an active part in singing and rhyming activities, joining in with some of the words and following the rhythm.
	Natural observation during group times

	2
	Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration
	The child is increasingly aware of rhyme in songs and poems. S/he sometimes distinguishes one sound from another or notices when words begin with the same sound.


	Nothing to do with recognising letter shapes or sounds

Recognises environmental sounds and distinguishes between them

Notices words that begin with the same sound and can verbalise that sound

Can recognise rhyming words



	3
	Links some sounds to letters


	The child hears some sounds and links them to specific letters, for example the letters in her/his name, and is able to recognise them.


	Some sounds = 3 or more



	4
	Links sounds to letters, naming sounds and letters of the alphabet


	IN ENGLISH

Across a range of activities, the child is able to name and sound letters of the alphabet, and can recognise all or almost all of them.

	IN ENGLISH

Range of activities – both child and/or adult initiated play activity

Name and sound almost all letters

Recognise almost all letters



	5
	Hears and says initial and final sounds in words


	IN ENGLISH

When sounding out words, the child distinguishes and says initial and final sounds
	IN ENGLISH

During child and/or adult initiated play activity



	6
	Hears and says short vowel sounds within words


	IN ENGLISH

The child identifies some short vowel sounds, mainly in simple words with a consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) pattern, eg hat, dog, pen.


	IN ENGLISH

During child and/or adult initiated play activity

Can identify some middle sounds in more complex words



	7
	Uses phonic knowledge to read simple regular words


	IN ENGLISH

The child uses her/his emerging phonic knowledge to read a range of simple words, particularly consonant–vowel–consonant (CVC) words, some of which are unfamiliar


	IN ENGLISH

Uses knowledge to read print in different contexts



	8
	Attempts to read more complex words, using phonic knowledge


	IN ENGLISH

S/he attempts to read more complex words, sometimes with adult support.


	IN ENGLISH

Must attempt some on own



	9
	Uses knowledge of letters, sounds and words when reading and writing independently


	IN ENGLISH

In her/his independent reading and writing, the child uses a range of strategies when tackling unfamiliar words, including fluent and appropriate use of phonic knowledge


	IN ENGLISH

MUST be in reading and writing

Working within L1 for Reading element but achieved L1 for writing element 


Reading 

	
	Scale Point
	Exemplification
	Further Exemplification from Inter-LA Moderation

	1
	Is developing an interest in books
	The child takes part in book-sharing activities, listening to stories with interest or choosing to look at books in the book area. S/he handles books appropriately, turning pages and looking at pictures.


	Child accesses books in independent play

	2
	Knows that print carries meaning
	The child can distinguish between pictures and print and recognises that information can be relayed in the form of print


	

	3
	Recognises a few familiar words
	The child recognises some familiar words, for example her/his own name and common words in the environment.


	The child recognises more words than just their name eg mum, McDonalds etc

	4
	Knows, that in English, print is read from left to right and top to bottom
	IN ENGLISH

The child follows print, for example when listening to taped stories or pretending to read, usually by pointing with a finger, from left to right and from top to bottom of the page.


	IN ENGLISH

Could demonstrate this through writing as well as reading



	5
	Shows an understanding of the elements of stories, such as main character, sequence of events and openings
	IN ENGLISH

When discussing a familiar story, the child identifies the main characters and sequence of events. S/he understands that these elements are common to most stories. Stories that s/he knows very well are used as a basis for further development, for example through the child’s imaginative play.


	IN ENGLISH

The child needs to be able to demonstrate more than just retelling the story

Information collected over time

Could be through use of puppets, props etc



	6
	Reads a range of familiar and common words and simple sentences independently
	IN ENGLISH

With encouragement, the child gains meaning from simple story texts, making some use of a range of cues, including knowledge of the story or context, what makes sense grammatically and word/letter recognition. S/he reads at least 20 common words in a range of contexts


	IN ENGLISH

Range of cues = picture clues, grammar structure, initial sounds etc

Child reads 20 words in different contexts



	7
	Retells narratives in the correct sequence, drawing on language patterns of stories
	IN ENGLISH

The child retells the main points or events of a simple narrative in the correct sequence, using linking language. Particular language patterns, such as ‘Once upon a time’, or ‘ “Not I”, said the cat’ (‘The Little Red Hen’), are remembered and used.


	IN ENGLISH

More than one story



	8
	Shows an understanding of how information can be found in non-fiction texts to answer questions about where, who, why and how
	IN ENGLISH

The child distinguishes fiction and non-fiction texts. S/he is developing an understanding of how to find information in non-fiction texts, for example by using the contents page.


	IN ENGLISH

A level of independence in doing this is required

Child may know that information can be accessed from a range of sources eg interknit/CD-ROMs



	9
	Reads books of own choice with some fluency and accuracy
	IN ENGLISH

The child uses a range of strategies to read simple texts independently with fluency and understanding. Examples of suitable books are Hold Tight Bear!, Not Now Bernard, Titch or Nandy’s Bedtime.5 S/he may need adult help when tackling an unfamiliar or more complex text.
	IN ENGLISH

Working within L2


Writing 

	
	Scale Point
	Exemplification
	Further Exemplification from Inter-LA Moderation

	1
	Experiments with mark-making, sometimes ascribing meaning to the marks


	The child makes marks, choosing from a variety of markers such as brushes, pens and pencils, and observing the effect of moving the marker across a surface. S/he may not always ascribe a meaning to these marks, although there is a general awareness of the writing process.
	Child makes marks during their play with whatever tools are available

Child is trying to communicate which may be apparent through body language, gesture or talk

	2
	Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning
	The letters, which the child produces, for example in a role-play context, may be from her/his own name. S/he assigns a meaning to what has been written. There is often no sound/symbol match at this stage.


	The child forms recognisable letters – could be in the form of their home language

Child is communicating something through their writing

	3
	Represents some sounds correctly in writing


	The child’s attempts at writing words include some appropriate letters, usually in the initial position.


	The child needs to be able to demonstrate sound: symbol correspondence

	4
	Writes own name and other words from memory
	IN ENGLISH

The child writes at least her/his first name, as well as some other words. These may be key words currently featured in literacy sessions and/or words that are important to her/him, such as ‘mum’, ‘dad’, ‘cat’ and perhaps the names of other family members.


	IN ENGLISH

Independently

All letters must be represented in the words

Upper and lower case letters may be mixed

	5
	Holds a pencil and uses it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed
	IN ENGLISH

The child’s writing consists of recognisable letters. When assessing this criterion, the practitioner should observe the child while engaged in a writing activity, to establish that the child is holding a pencil effectively and that letters are generally correctly formed, for example by the use of anti-clockwise movement and the retracing of vertical lines when appropriate.


	IN ENGLISH

Practitioner must have observed the child writing

Writes a range of upper and lower case letters correctly

Holds writing tool effectively



	6
	Attempts writing for a variety of purposes, using features of different forms
	IN ENGLISH

Often in a role-play context, the child attempts writing for a range of purposes, for example writing a shopping list, a doctor’s prescription, instructions for playing a game or a letter to Father Christmas. S/he may also write stories. Features of different forms, such as lists or labels, are evident.


	IN ENGLISH

Across a range of contexts

Self-initiated writing should be apparent

Distinctive characteristics of the form of writing is evident

	7
	Uses phonic knowledge to write simple regular words and make phonetically plausible attempts at more complex words


	IN ENGLISH

The child’s efforts are phonetically plausible when s/he writes simple regular words and particularly when s/he attempts to write more complex words, sometimes with adult support.


	IN ENGLISH

Must be able to do it sometimes independently.

Words may not necessarily be within a sentence or phrase

Writes CVC and more complex words

	8
	Begins to form captions and simple sentences, sometimes using punctuation
	IN ENGLISH

The child attempts to write simple sentences, sometimes using capital letters and full stops. S/he may need adult support.


	IN ENGLISH

Must be able to use capitals and full stops sometimes.

Adult support needs to be supportive not instructive.

	9
	Communicates meaning through phrases and simple sentences with some consistency in punctuating sentences
	IN ENGLISH

The child attempts writing in a variety of forms using an appropriate range of vocabulary. The text is readable, as words are either spelt correctly or are phonetically plausible. Letters are reasonably consistent in size and spacing between words is generally consistent. What is written makes sense and there is some consistency in the use of capital letters and full stops.


	IN ENGLISH

Child writes at least  2 or 3 sentences correctly

Working within L2




